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**WARNING!**

Some material in this report is very graphic and not for minors. Intentionally showing this material to a
minor is possibly a Class I Felony under state obscenity statutes . . . unless you are a public library or
public school system under Wisconsin State Statute 948.11(4)(a)-(b), in which case, it is fine.

**WARNING!**

Book Rating System

A website called BookLooks.org, based in Florida, has produced a book rating system to shed light on
book contents and allow for better community research and discussion. It is based on movie, TV and
video game rating systems with which we are already familiar.

The “obscenity” criteria for  our  rating system was created after  studying the  other  rating
systems in existence. They all have similar themes regarding what is considered “obscene” (in
the  traditional  sense  of  the  word).  Those  content  categories  being:  sex,  drugs,  profanity,
violence, alcohol/drug use, etc. and at what age ranges said content has been widely accepted
as appropriate for. – Emily from BookLooks.org

This system rates books from 0 – 5 and each number category also has a color. A book rated 0 is the
equivalent to a G rated movie. A 1 is PG, 2 is PG-13, 3 is R, 4 is NC-17 and 5 is X. The colors allow
libraries to alert readers to contents of concern just by attaching a colored sticker.

There are actually collections of reviews online using this  rating system that are continually being
updated. Two sites are BookLooks.org and https://tinyurl.com/spreadsheet4booksearch. Scrolling to the
right on the spreadsheet will get you a link to the review. Be warned that the reviews often contain
quotes and pictures not appropriate for children.

Attached are some lists and samples of material found in the School District of the Menomonie Area. 



Wisconsin State Statutes  https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/948/11

948.11  Exposing a child to harmful material or harmful descriptions or narrations.
(1)  Definitions. In this section:
(ag) “Harmful description or narrative account" means any explicit and detailed description or narrative account of sexual excitement, 
sexually explicit conduct, sadomasochistic abuse, physical torture or brutality that, taken as a whole, is harmful to children.
(ar) “Harmful material" means:
1. Any picture, photograph, drawing, sculpture, motion picture film or similar visual representation or image of a person or 
portion of the human body that depicts nudity, sexually explicit conduct, sadomasochistic abuse, physical torture or brutality and 
that is harmful to children; or
2. Any book, pamphlet, magazine, printed matter however reproduced or recording that contains any matter enumerated in subd. 1., or 
explicit and detailed verbal descriptions or narrative accounts of sexual excitement, sexually explicit conduct, sadomasochistic abuse, 
physical torture or brutality and that, taken as a whole, is harmful to children.
(b) “Harmful to children" means that quality of any description, narrative account or representation, in whatever form, of nudity, sexually 
explicit conduct, sexual excitement, sadomasochistic abuse, physical torture or brutality, when it:
1. Predominantly appeals to the prurient, shameful or morbid interest of children;
2. Is patently offensive to prevailing standards in the adult community as a whole with respect to what is suitable for children; and
3. Lacks serious literary, artistic, political, scientific or educational value for children, when taken as a whole.
(d) “Nudity" means the showing of the human male or female genitals, pubic area or buttocks with less than a full opaque covering, or the
showing of the female breast with less than a fully opaque covering of any portion thereof below the top of the nipple, or the depiction of 
covered male genitals in a discernibly turgid state.
(e) “Person" means any individual, partnership, firm, association, corporation or other legal entity.
(f) “Sexual excitement" means the condition of human male or female genitals when in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal.
(2)  Criminal penalties.
(a) Whoever, with knowledge of the character and content of the material, sells, rents, exhibits, plays, distributes, or loans to a 
child any harmful material, with or without monetary consideration, is guilty of a Class I felony if any of the following applies:
1. The person knows or reasonably should know that the child has not attained the age of 18 years.
2. The person has face-to-face contact with the child before or during the sale, rental, exhibit, playing, distribution, or loan.
(am) Any person who has attained the age of 17 and who, with knowledge of the character and content of the description or narrative 
account, verbally communicates, by any means, a harmful description or narrative account to a child, with or without monetary 
consideration, is guilty of a Class I felony if any of the following applies:
1. The person knows or reasonably should know that the child has not attained the age of 18 years.
2. The person has face-to-face contact with the child before or during the communication.
(b) Whoever, with knowledge of the character and content of the material, possesses harmful material with the intent to sell, rent, exhibit, 
play, distribute, or loan the material to a child is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor if any of the following applies:
1. The person knows or reasonably should know that the child has not attained the age of 18 years.
2. The person has face-to-face contact with the child.
(c) It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution for a violation of pars. (a) 2., (am) 2., and (b) 2. if the defendant had reasonable cause to 
believe that the child had attained the age of 18 years, and the child exhibited to the defendant a draft card, driver's license, birth 
certificate or other official or apparently official document purporting to establish that the child had attained the age of 18 years. A 
defendant who raises this affirmative defense has the burden of proving this defense by a preponderance of the evidence.
(3)  Extradition. If any person is convicted under sub. (2) and cannot be found in this state, the governor or any person performing the 
functions of governor by authority of the law shall, unless the convicted person has appealed from the judgment of contempt or conviction
and the appeal has not been finally determined, demand his or her extradition from the executive authority of the state in which the person
is found.
(4)  Libraries and educational institutions.
(a) The legislature finds that the libraries and educational institutions under par. (b) carry out the essential purpose of making available to 
all citizens a current, balanced collection of books, reference materials, periodicals, sound recordings and audiovisual materials that 
reflect the cultural diversity and pluralistic nature of American society. The legislature further finds that it is in the interest of the state to 
protect the financial resources of libraries and educational institutions from being expended in litigation and to permit these resources to 
be used to the greatest extent possible for fulfilling the essential purpose of libraries and educational institutions.
(b) No person who is an employee, a member of the board of directors or a trustee of any of the following is liable to prosecution 
for violation of this section for acts or omissions while in his or her capacity as an employee, a member of the board of directors or
a trustee:
1. A public elementary or secondary school.
2. A private school, as defined in s. 115.001 (3r), or a tribal school, as defined in s. 115.001 (15m).
3. Any school offering vocational, technical or adult education that:
a. Is a technical college, is a school approved by the department of safety and professional services under s. 440.52, or is a school 
described in s. 440.52 (1) (e) 6., 7. or 8.; and
b. Is exempt from taxation under section 501 (c) (3) of the internal revenue code, as defined in s. 71.01 (6).
4. Any institution of higher education that is accredited, as described in s. 39.30 (1) (d), and is exempt from taxation under section 501 (c) 
(3) of the internal revenue code, as defined in s. 71.01 (6).
5. A library that receives funding from any unit of government.
948.11(5)(5)  Severability. The provisions of this section, including the provisions of sub. (4), are severable, as provided in s. 990.001 
(11).   



5’s in the SDMA Library Catalog
(As of 3/18/23) – Equivalent to a movie rating of “X” - Review quotes are from BookLooks.org

- Lucky by Alice Sebold – MHS library only. “This book contains obscene excerpts involving sexual 
assault/battery; sexual activities; sexual nudity; profanity; and drug use.” 

https://tinyurl.com/yc6tutuw; Slicksheet: https://tinyurl.com/4jpx9fk2

- Tricks by Ellen Hopkins – MHS library only. - “This book contains explicit sexual activities including
child rape and abuse; drug abuse; violence; alcohol use; and adult and child prostitution.” 

https://tinyurl.com/mtxwemxu; Slicksheet: https://tinyurl.com/37dfae6w

- Sold  by Patricia McCormick - “This contains explicit aberrant sexual activities including rape of a 
minor; prostitution; and explicit violence.”

Seven page report: https://tinyurl.com/2bcrmsms; One page “Slicksheet:” https://tinyurl.com/2s3pby8c

**Sold is listed as available in book format at MMS and in audiobook format at every school in the 
district including all five elementary schools.**

A Few of the 4’s in the SDMA Library Catalog
(As of 3/18/23) – Equivalent to a movie rating of “NC-17”

The following are all listed as available e-books in every school in the district including every 
elementary school. Some of these titles are additionally available in book format at MMS and/or MHS. 
There are many other 4's in the MMS and MHS libraries which are not mentioned here. Some are 
listed, with review links, later in this document.

- Empire of Storms by Sarah J. Maas - https://tinyurl.com/mr22n923
- Last Night at the Telegraph Club by Malinda Lo- https://tinyurl.com/ysc2fpzu
- Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut - https://tinyurl.com/bdfzp849
- The Haters by Jesse Andrews - https://tinyurl.com/4y5tkrxj

- This Book is Gay by James Dawson or Juno Dawson (different listings)
https://tinyurl.com/2yvfv6fz; Slicksheet: https://tinyurl.com/3bsf23ee

from page 156 of This Book is Gay:
“How sex apps work:
1. Upload a tiny pic or yourself to the app.
2. The app works out your location.
3.The app tells you who the nearest homosexuals are.
4. You then chat to them.
5. Because they are near, it is easy to meet up with them.”

**This Book is Gay is listed as available as an e-book in every school library in the SDMA including 
all five elementaries.**
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NOTE: The links are not blue to avoid confusion because this is a picture of a page and you will have 
to enter the tinyurl links manually. For a copy with active links please email JoyceU@protonmail.com.



NOTE: The links are not blue to avoid confusion because this is a picture of a page and you will have 
to enter the tinyurl links manually. For a copy with active links please email JoyceU@protonmail.com.



In Closing

I hope that this report serves to convince readers that this is an issue worthy of community discussion.
Beyond material listed in the school library catalogs, there is access to much more content of concern
through the SORA digital library provided to all students. My understanding is that it offers some really
explicit books with no age-appropriate limitation. 

Please remove books that are rated 4 and 5 from your libraries entirely, based on the ratings of
BookLooks.org. 

The removal  of these books from access by minors is  no more “book banning” than it  is  “movie
banning” when they are denied entry in that setting (4s and 5s are equivalent to NC-17 and X rated
movies, to which no minor would legally be admitted.) There are lots of things you choose not to put in
your  libraries,  including  all  sorts  of  religious  material.  You already limit  website  access  for  age-
appropriateness by grade.

The talk about content in the school libraries has been contentious. Perhaps all players could take a step
back and have some two-way discussions about this. The appointed membership of the Reconsideration
Committee does not seem to be very representative of the community and taxpayers, which would be
much more split on this issue.

When it seems that the school board and administration are not listening, it just makes people yell
louder. This problem is not going to go away. Please dedicate yourselves to finding a constructive
solution.

Respectfully,

Joyce Uhlir
1121 Evans Lane
Menomonie, WI  54751
715-235-5676 (landline)
JoyceU@protonmail.com
menomoniematters.substack.com
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