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MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE MENOMONIE AREA 

MENOMONIE, WISCONSIN 

JANUARY 25, 2021  

 

I.    OPENING ITEMS 

A. Call to Order – President David Styer called the meeting of the Board of Education of the School District of 

the Menomonie Area to order at 5:31 p.m. on Monday, January 25, 2021, in the boardroom of the 

Administrative Service Center at 215 Pine Avenue E in Menomonie, Wisconsin. 

B. Roll Call and Quorum – Roll call showed nine board members present: Penny Burstad, Chris Freeman, 

Tanya Husby, Clint Moses, Amy Riddle-Swanson, Charlie Schneider (via telephone), David Styer, Jim 

Swanson, and Tricia Thompson. President Styer declared a quorum and noted that the meeting had been duly 

noticed. Administrators in attendance were Joe Zydowsky, Samantha Hoyt, Tonia Kowieski, and, Brian 

Seguin. Electors and/or others registering attendance included Donna Thibado. 

C. Agenda Order and Approval/Revision – The agenda was approved as presented. 

D. Recommendations and Commendations - Commendations were presented to the MHS boys and girls cross 

country teams. 

E. Community Communications - There were no community communications. 

F. Board Member/Superintendent Communications – Board members reported on their participation in 

recent board- and community-related activities. District Administrator Zydowsky informed board members 

the January 19, 2021, DPI Legislative update was included for review. 

II. PERSONNEL CONSENT AGENDA 

Action to Approve Personnel Consent Agenda – Burstad made a motion, seconded by Swanson, that the board 

approve the following personnel action: 1) Retirement of Micheal Larson, social studies teacher, at Menomonie 

Middle School at the end of the 2020-2021 school year; 2) Retirement of Rita Devery, kindergarten teacher, at 

Knapp Elementary School, at the end of the 2020-2021 school year; 3) Retirement of Cindy Paulson, third-grade 

teacher, at Oaklawn Elementary School, at the end of the 2020-2021 school year; 4) Retirement of Julie Fiege, 

kindergarten teacher, at Downsville Elementary School, at the end of the 2020-2021 school year; 5) Retirement of 

Deanna Suilmann, science teacher, at Menomonie High School, at the end of the 2020-2021 school year; 6) 

Retirement of Harold Vlcek, science teacher, at Menomonie High School, at the end of the 2020-2021 school year; 

and, 7) Retirement of Terry Staupe, LMC Specialist and virtual education teacher, at Menomonie High School, at 

the end of the 2020-2021 school year. as presented. The motion passed by unanimous electronic vote. 

III. ACTION AGENDA 

A. Action to Approve Use of District Facilities - Burstad made a motion, seconded by Husby, that the board 

approve the use of district facilities, as presented. The motion passed by a 6-2-1 electronic vote, with 

Riddle-Swanson, and Swanson casting “nay” votes and Freeman abstaining. 

B. Action to Approve Allowing Additional Spectators for WIAA Tournament Events - Burstad made a 

motion, seconded by Moses that the board approve allowing additional spectators for WIAA tournament 

events, as presented. The motion passed by unanimous electronic vote. 

C. Action to Approve Policy 252.1, Development of Administrative Rules - Swanson made a motion, 

seconded by Riddle-Swanson that the board approve Policy 252.1, Development of Administrative Rules, 

as presented. Swanson made an amendment, seconded by Freeman, to update the original change to policy  

from “In the rare case where the district administrator chooses to either close or reopen a school in the 

SDMA, approval must be given by a majority vote of the Board at the next meeting of the SDMA School 

Board” to “In the rare case where the district administrator chooses to either close or reopen a school, 

beyond three consecutive day, board approval will be needed by a two-thirds majority vote of the Board at 
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the next meeting of the SDMA School Board”.  Freeman made a friendly amendment to the amendment, 

accepted by Swanson, to update the amendment to read, “In the rare case where the district administrator 

chooses to either close or reopen a school, beyond three consecutive days, under a state of emergency, 

board approval will be needed by a two-thirds majority vote of the Board at the next meeting of the SDMA 

School Board”. Husby called the question after a lengthy discussion.  The amendment passed on a 5-4 roll 

call vote, with Burstad, Husby, Moses, and Styer casting “nay” votes. Schneider then made an amendment 

to the amendment, seconded by Swanson, to read: “In the rare case where the district administrator chooses 

to either close or reopen a school, beyond three consecutive days, under a state of emergency, a two-thirds 

majority vote of the Board, at the next meeting of the SDMA School Board, would be needed to overturn 

the district administrator’s decision” The amendment passed on a 8-1 roll call vote, with Husby casting a 

“nay” vote. The original motion to approve Policy 252.1, Development of Administrative Rules, failed on a 

4-5 electronic vote, with Burstad, Styer, Moses, Husby, and Schneider casting “nay” votes. 

IV. DISCUSSION ITEMS/POLICY REVIEW 

A. Student Enrollment Update (Second Friday in January Count) - Director of Pupil Services Tonia 

Kowieski reported the total number of students reported is 3182.  This includes students who are attending 

school in person and participating in WVS (Wisconsin Virtual School).   

B. Review 30-year Capital Improvement Plan - Director of Building and Grounds, Kevin Tomaszewski, 

updated the board on the 30-year capital improvement plan. Mr. Tomaszewski highlighted adjustments and 

updates that have been made. Board members requested additional information for when the plan is brought 

back to the next board meeting for approval. 

C. COVID-19 Report – Dr. Zydowsky shared a report with the board that included information on the current 

COVID-19 pandemic. The Dunn County Health Department website continues to update current information 

on a daily basis. Dunn County currently has 3,972 confirmed cases, 3,817 of those cases have been released 

from quarantine. Tracking by Dunn County Health Services indicates the activity level for Dunn County is 

very high, with a burden level of 540, and the trend is stable. The SDMA has seen 183 student cases (MHS-

92, MMS-46, and ELEM-45) and 56 staff cases this SDMA this school year. There are currently 8 active 

student cases and 2 active staff cases, so 175 student cases and 4 staff cases have recovered and been released 

from isolation. Dr. Zydowsky shared that 70 SDMA staff members have been identified for immediate 

vaccination in Group 1a and it is anticipated the remainder of SDMA employees should qualify in Group 1b.  

D. Policy 431, Student Attendance (First Reading)  – Board members reviewed recommended revisions to 

Policy 431, Student Attendance. The policy will be brought to the next board meeting for approval. 

E. Policy 751.1, Bus Routing and Scheduling (First Reading) - Board members reviewed recommended 

revisions to Policy 751.1, Bus Routing and Scheduling. The policy will be brought to the next board meeting 

for approval. 

F. Annual Board Member Attendance Report - Board members reviewed current and past year board 

member meeting attendance record reports.  

G. Review Exhibit 165, Board Member Norms and Operating Procedures - Board member Husby discussed 

the importance of board members reviewing Exhibit 165, Board Member Norms and Operating Procedures, 

on a regular basis. Board members were reminded that Exhibit 165, Board Member Norms and Operating 

Procedures, is placed at their seat at the board table each meeting. 

H. Staff Survey - Board member Freeman suggested conducting an all staff survey. Board members suggested 

that a staff survey could be completed in the summer after the conclusion of the 2020-2021 school year. 

I. Board Retreat - Board member Freeman suggested that a board retreat be held. Board members agreed that 

a retreat should be tentatively scheduled for late June, after new board members have attended a few 

meetings.  

J. Voucher Program Response - Board member Freeman noted his desire for the Board to present additional 

information regarding the  school voucher program and possible legislative advocacy regarding the impact of 

the program. The Board discussed aligning advocacy efforts with the Wisconsin Association of School 

Boards. 
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K. Board Member Report on 2021 State School Board Virtual Convention - Board members Riddle-

Swanson, Swanson, and Burstad presented key take-aways and provided reports from the recently attended 

virtual State Education Convention. 

L. Review Extracurricular Staff Contract Requests - The board reviewed extracurricular contract requests 

from October 23, 2020, through January 21, 2021.   

M. Review Items Related to Next Meeting Dates, Board Committees, and Reports –Regular School Board 

Meeting, on February 8, 2021, Primary Election, on February 16, 2021, Special School Board Meeting, on 

February 22, Regular School Board Meeting on March 8, 2021, Spring Break March 15-19, 2021, and 

Special School Board Meeting on March 22, 2021.  

V. CLOSED SESSION 

Action to move into closed session, for the purpose of considering employment, promotion, compensation or 

performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises 

responsibility, pursuant to Section 19.85(1)(c), Wisconsin Statutes. - Swanson made a motion, seconded by Moses, 

to convene in closed session pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes as cited above for the following actions and/or 

discussions: a) Action to Approve Minutes of Closed Session of January 11, 2021; and, b) Complete District 

Administrator Goals Review (Summative Evaluation). The motion carried by unanimous roll call vote and the board 

convened in closed session at 7:58 p.m. 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

Action to Adjourn – Burstad made a motion, seconded by Swanson, to adjourn the meeting at 9:09 p.m. The motion 

carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

 

 

/s/ Clinton Moses                                                                                                                                                             

Clinton Moses, Clerk 
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