
 
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE MENOMONIE AREA 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE CENTER 

215 PINE AVENUE E, MENOMONIE, WISCONSIN 

MONDAY, JANUARY 11, 2021, 5:30 P.M. 

 

  

I.    OPENING ITEMS 

A. Call to Order – President David Styer called the meeting of the Board of Education of the School District 

of the Menomonie Area to order at 5:33 p.m. on Monday, January 11, 2021, in the boardroom of the 

Administrative Service Center at 215 Pine Avenue E in Menomonie, Wisconsin. 

B. Roll Call and Quorum – Roll call showed eight board members present: Penny Burstad, Chris Freeman, 

Tanya Husby, Clinton Moses, Amy Riddle-Swanson, Charlie Schneider, David Styer, and James Swanson. 

Board member Tricia Thompson was absent. President Styer declared a quorum and noted that the meeting 

had been duly noticed. Administrators in attendance were Joe Zydowsky, Samantha Hoyt, Tonia 

Kowieski, Leah Theder, and Brian Seguin. Also in attendance was Recording Secretary Jamie Krista. 

Electors and/or others registering attendance included Donna Thibado. 

C. Pledge of Allegiance and Reading of Mission Statement – Styer led the Pledge of Allegiance and read 

the district’s mission statement. 

D. Agenda Order and Approval/Revision – Husby made a motion, seconded by Burstad to remove 

discussion agenda items 4F-Discuss Policy 252.1-Development of Administrative Rules, and 4G-Discuss 

Proposal for Third-Party Mediation. Freeman then made an amendment to the motion, seconded by 

Riddle-Swanson to only have discussion item 4G-Discuss Proposal for Third-Party Mediation removed 

from the agenda. The amendment passed on a 5-3 roll call vote, with Burstad, Husby, and Styer casting 

“nay” votes. The amended motion to remove item 4G-Discuss Proposal for Third-Party Mediation, passed 

by unanimous roll call vote. 

E. Rules of Order for Board Discussions - President Styer addressed the board in regards to setting rules of 

order for how agenda items are discussed. Styer recommended limiting how many times a board member 

may speak on a topic and how long they may speak. Following discussion on the subject, Husby made a 

motion, seconded by Burstad, to allow board members to speak up to three minutes, a total of two times 

per agenda item. Freeman made an amendment to the motion, seconded by Swanson, to add the ability for 

board members to make a third comment and ask clarifying questions at the discretion of the board. The 

amendment passed on a 5-3 roll call vote, with Burstad, Moses, and Schneider casting “nay” votes. The 

amended motion to allow board members to speak up to three minutes, a total of two times per agenda 

item, with the ability to make a third comment and ask clarifying questions at the discretion of the board, 

passed on a unanimous roll call vote. 

F. Recommendations and Commendations - There were no recommendations or commendations. 

G. Student Representative Communications - Maisah Wilson reported on different events and activities at 

MHS.  

H. Community Communications - There were no community communications. 

I. Board Member/Superintendent Communications – Board members reported on their participation in 

recent board- and community-related activities, and communications they had received. Dr. Zydowsky 

made a statement regarding an idiom that he used at a prior board meeting, as well as information he 

shared regarding the recent high school student council survey.  

J. Revenue and Expenditure Reports for the Month Ended October 2020 - Business Manager Leah 

Theder presented the expenses by function, expenses by object, and revenue reports for December 2020. 

K. Monthly Employment Report – The board reviewed the monthly non-certified staff employment report 

for August 2020, which included 5 resignations and 2 new hires. 
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II. CONSENT AGENDA 

Action to Approve Consent Agenda – Burstad made a motion, seconded by Moses, that the board approve the 

following consent agenda items, as presented: 1) Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of December 14, 2020; 

2) Financial Reports for December 2020; and, 3) Donations Exceeding $1,000 for December 2020, as presented. 

The motion passed by unanimous electronic vote. 

III. ACTION AGENDA 

A. Action to Approve Number of Regular and Special Education Spaces Available for Open 

Enrollment- Swanson made a motion, seconded by Riddle-Swanson, that the board approve the number 

of regular and special education spaces available for open enrollment, as presented. The motion passed by 

unanimous electronic vote. 

B. Action to Approve 2020-2021 Budget Revisions -  Riddle-Swanson made a motion, seconded by 

Schneider, that the board approve the 2020-2021 budget revisions, as presented. The motion passed by 

unanimous electronic vote. 

IV. DISCUSSION ITEMS/POLICY REVIEW 

A. Review Exhibit 165, Board Member Norms and Operating Procedures - Husby made a motion, 

seconded by Burstad, to table the agenda item to the next scheduled meeting. The motion passed by 

unanimous roll call vote. 

B. COVID-19 Report – Dr. Zydowsky shared a report with the board that included information on the 

current COVID-19 pandemic. Dunn County currently has 3,715 confirmed cases, 3,516 of those cases 

have been released from isolation. There are currently 171 active cases in Dunn County and there have 

been 25 deaths. According to tracking by DHS, the current COVID-19 activity level for Dunn County is 

very high, the burden level is 605 and a trajectory that is stable. District administrators have developed a 

dashboard for tracking district data related to COVID-19, with the priority focus on student and staff cases 

and school exclusions. Dr. Zydowsky continues to share this information with staff and families in his 

weekly updates.As of today, there have been 160 confirmed student cases (MHS-83, MMS-39, ELEM-38), 

six “probable” student cases, and 51 staff cases in the SDMA this school year. There are currently 10 

active student cases (confirmed and probable) and 2 active staff cases, so a total of 150 student cases and 

49 staff cases have been released from isolation.  

C. Discuss SDMA Reopening Plan -Board member Schneider asked for discussion on what parts of the 

SDMA reopening plan other members didn’t feel were followed. Schneider pointed out that changes to the 

plan had been discussed and approved through the board. Board members Riddle-Swanson, Freeman, and 

Swanson all felt the thresholds in the original plan were not followed as intended. Burstad commented that 

the reason for the closure of the high school was due to staffing shortages, not thresholds for closure being 

met. Dr. Zydowsky explained how the district followed the plan and guidance from the health department 

with the exception of the decisions related to sports which were approved by the Board. It was also pointed 

out that any Board member could have requested an agenda item or special meeting along the way if there 

was ever a desire to amend, or change the plan.   

D. Clerk’s Report on 2021 School Board Election -Deputy clerk, Jamie Krista, reported that eight 

candidates filed to run for school board in the April 6, 2021, Spring Election for three open seats. Due to 

the number of candidates, a primary election will be held on February, 16, 2021. Ms. Krista drew lots at 

5:00 p.m. on Friday, January 8, 2021, to determine the ballot order for the primary election. Joe 

Zydowsky, Penny Burstad, and Donna Thibado observed the drawing. The names will appear on the ballot 

as follows: 

1. Jim Swanson, 2. Penny Burstad, 3. Jeremy Enger, 4. Karl Palmer, 5. Donna Thibado, 6. Angie Skillings, 

7. Rick Scharlau, 8. Mark Hillman.  

E. Review and Discuss 2021 WASB Resolutions for Delegate Vote - Amy Riddle-Swanson will be 

representing the district at the delegate assembly during the upcoming state convention. A link to the 

resolutions coming to the floor for consideration was provided. Questions or comments regarding any 

specific resolution should be directed to Ms. Riddle-Swanson before the delegate assembly. 



F. Discuss Policy 252.1 - Development of Administrative Rules - Board members Freeman and Swanson 

suggested adding the following to Policy 252.1-Development of Administrative Rules, “In the rare case 

where the district administrator chooses to either close or reopen a school in the SDMA, approval must be 

given by a majority vote of the district Board.” Following discussion, this item will be brought back to the 

next board meeting as an action item. 

G. Items Related to Next Meeting Dates, Board Committees, and Reports - Staff Professional 

Development Day, January 18, 2021, Special School Board Meeting, on January 25, 2021, at 5:30 p.m. at 

the ASC, Regular School Board Meeting, on February 08, 2021, at 5:30 p.m. at the ASC, Primary 

Election, on February 16, 2021, and, Special School Board Meeting, on February 22, 2021, at 5:30 p.m. at 

the ASC. 

V. CLOSED SESSION 

Action to move into closed session, for the purpose of considering employment, promotion, compensation or 

performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or 

exercises responsibility, pursuant to Section 19.85(1)(c), Wisconsin Statutes. - Schneider made a motion, 

seconded by Freeman, to convene in closed session pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes as cited above for the 

following actions and/or discussions: a) Action to Approve Minutes of Closed Session on October 12, 2020; b) 

District Administrator Goals Review (Summative Evaluation), and c) Discuss Censure of Board Member Jim 

Swanson. The motion carried by unanimous roll call vote and the board convened in closed session at 7:30 p.m. 

VI. ADJOURNMENT - Freeman made a motion, seconded by Riddle-Swanson to adjourn the meeting at 8:53 p.m. 

The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

 

  

/s/ Clinton Moses                                                                                                                                                              

Clinton Moses, Clerk 

jlk 

Minutes Approved: February 8, 2021 

 

*More information related to the Board meeting can be found through the school district website. 

https://go.boarddocs.com/wi/sdma/Board.nsf

